Traffic Scanning & Alertness. By Mark Terry

I am going to go over some safety stuff at the next club meeting but here are a few points on traffic scanning and alertness.


1. Look - From the time you push out till you pull off and tie-down you should be constantly scanning for traffic Gliders and Towplanes and other traffic.

2. Listen to your radio for position reports.

3. Speak - use your radio to transmit position reports


When you are being towed keep looking for traffic, do not assume that the tow-pilot will see and avoid all traffic - you may need to do a precautionary radio call to alert the tug pilot of converging traffic.

Make use of the information to time your arrival in the pattern.  It can be very busy at Boulder, at any time there may be a dozen gliders in the air and several towplanes. If you can't see anything LOOK again.

The scanning technique should be one which covers the sky in an efficient manner. In our pattern area we are not looking for fast moving jets, so we should not be fixating on one area looking for small dots, you should be sweeping the sky regularly. If you have a passenger / other pilot they should also be looking and calling out traffic.

If you are out of the pattern area be aware of the arrival and departure routes for DIA in these areas traffic arrives fast depending on your altitude it is probably best to thermal elsewhere

 


